On the transposition of copia-like nomadic elements in cultured Drosophila cells.
We studied the stability of the genomic distribution of six retrotransposon families in long-term and short-term cultures of Drosophila cells. In a subclone derived from Kc cells, no significant rearrangements were detected over an 8 year period. On the contrary, extensive reshuffling and amplification of transposon families were observed in recently established cell lines. These results show that in cultured Drosophila cells transposition appears to be restricted to the transition from the embryo to continuous cell lines.